
MINUTES 
TOWN OF EDGEWOOD 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING —June 1, 2016 @ 6:30 P.M. 
EDGEWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER - 27 E. FRONTAGE ROAD 

• CALL TO ORDER. 
Mayor Bassett called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
Councilors Present: Chuck Ring, Sherry Abraham, Rita Loy Simmons, and John Abrams 
Also Present: Clerk/Treasurer Juan Torres, Deputy Clerk Linda Holle, and Bonnie Pettee, 
Planning and Zoning. 

• PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA. 

MOTION: Councilor Abrams made a motion to approve the Agenda. 
Councilor Abraham seconded the motion. 

VOTE: All Councilors voted aye. The motion carried. 

2. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA. 
A. Approval of the Draft Regular Council Meeting Minutes of May 18, 2016. 
B. Acknowledge Receipt of the Draft Planning &Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes 
of May 17, 2016. 

MOTION: Councilor Simmons made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with 
changes. 
Councilor Abrams seconded the motion. 

Councilor Simmons requested Item #6 of Council Meeting Minutes of May 18, 2016, 
have one sentence deleted. The sentence is, "The Committee is about to conclude another 
update to the plan which should be accepted by the ISC by the end of this year." 

VOTE: All Councilors voted aye. The motion carried. 

3. MATTERS FROM THE MAYOR. 
A. Police Chief Selection Update 

Mayor Bassett stated the selection is in progress and he should have something to report 
this week or next. 

B. Approval to Appoint Interim Police Chief 

Mayor Bassett brought forth a request to approve Officer Jerod Kuchan as the Interim 
Police Chief until the Mayor makes a permanent appointment. 
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MOTION: Councilor Abrams made a motion to accept and approve the Mayor's 
appointment of Jerod Kuchan as Interim Police Chief. 
Councilor Abraham seconded the motion. 

Councilor Ring asked for discussion. He stated he had been instructed in the past not to 
vote on anything having to do with the Police Department. Councilor Ring pointed out he 
had his title as Mayor Pro-tem removed because he was suing the Town of Edgewood. 
He also pointed out that the candidate for Interim Police Chief, Jerod Kuchan, is also 
suing the Town of Edgewood. Councilor Ring stated he would abstain from voting on 
this motion. 

VOTE: Councilor Abrams voted aye. Councilor Abraham voted aye. Councilor 
Simmons voted aye. Councilor Ring abstained. The motion carried. 

C. Santa Fe County Fire Department Liaison Request to Inventory Churches 

Mayor Bassett stated Ms. Renee Nix would like to get a handle on the churches in this 
community, as some are meeting in private homes. Ms. Nix requested the Town's 
assistance in inventorying the churches so the Fire Dept. would know whether it is a 
possible church in crisis when a fire call comes in. Councilor Simmons stated meeting in 
a personal home is not that different from having a party. The churches could be invited 
through the Press to let the Fire Dept. know of their existence, but it is a right of 
assembly. Councilor Simmons does not see how the Town could "police" that, unless Ms. 
Nix's request to inventory the churches is at the behest of seeing how they are 
accomplishing their fire protection. Councilor Ring was in agreement with Councilor 
Simmons' statements. The Mayor requested the Town try to provide Ms. Nix with an
inventory of church locations. 

D. ICIP Conference Update 

Mayor Bassett announced he attended the ICIP (Infrastructure Capital Improvement Plan) 
Conference at MRCOG (Mid-Region Council of Governments) with Clerk/Treasurer 
Juan Torres and Councilor Simmons on May 24th. The Mayor stated Mr. Torres made 
some good contacts with the Department of Finance and Administration (DFA). 

E. Municipal Reporter 

Mayor Bassett announced the Municipal Reporter carried an article about the Edgewood 
Police Department earning Recognition Status in the Accreditation Program. Interim 
Police Chief Kuchan stated the Department would be recognized in Hobbs at the NM 
Municipal League's Conference this summer and then again in Albuquerque in 
December at the NM Law Enforcement Conference. 
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F. Planning &Zoning Administrator 

Mayor Bassett stated an ad for a Planning Administrator might be posted as early as next 
week. Councilor Simmons asked if a part-time Planning and Zoning position could be 
considered, as she believes the Town may not be ready for afull-time position at this 
point. Councilor Simmons suggested a visit with Mayor Hart in Moriarty who has apart-
time Planning and Zoning Administrator who might be willing to take on two towns. 
Councilor Ring stated he would not want a Planning and Zoning Administrator for 
another town handling Edgewood's Planning and Zoning. Councilor Abraham stated her 
opposition to such an arrangement also. Councilor Ring does not understand why 
Edgewood cannot afford and utilize afull-time Planning and Zoning Administrator. 
Councilor Abraham stated her understanding when Bonnie Pettee was hired was that Ms. 
Pettee would eventually be promoted to Planning Administrator. Councilors Simmons 
and Ring stated that was their understanding also. The Mayor commented per discussion 
with Ms. Pettee, she planned to file an application for the Planning Administrator 
position. The Mayor stated anyone else who decided to step up would also be considered. 

G. Infill Annexation Appeal 

Mayor Bassett announced the Town received notice this week of an appeal filed against 
the Infill Annexation. The Mayor contacted Attorneys Bob White and Marcus Rael, who 
requested time on the next Council Meeting Agenda. The attorneys asked for a closed 
session with the Governing Body but will also discuss publically what they can with the 
community. Mayor Bassett stated the Town of Edgewood would not be directly involved 
with the appeal, as it is between the Appellant and the Boundary Commission. The 
attorneys may file Friends of the Court or Interested Party briefs, so the Town can be 
noticed on everything that comes through; however, the appeal puts a stop to the 
annexation process for the time being. 

H. Boy Scout Troop 465 Chartered in the Edgewood Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints 

Scout Master Sean Ram introduced himself. Senior Patrol Leader Dallas Mullen 
introduced Scouts: Billy, Tyler and Larry. The Scouts were in attendance at the Council 
meeting because they are working on their Citizen and the Community Merit Badge. 
Councilor Ring provided each Scout a pocket copy of the U.S. Constitution, the 
Declaration of Independence and other supplemental materials. 

4. MATTERS FROM THE COUNCILORS and/or ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
A. Letter to Walmart Headquarters 

Councilor Ring stated there has been discussion in the community about the recent 
changes Walmart has made to its color scheme. He recalled Walmart seeking input two 
or three times from the Edgewood Community before the store was built and agreeing to 
an earth-tone color scheme and a particular architectural design. Councilor Ring 
suggested the Town government send a letter to Walmart asking them to consider making 

ry Initials Page 3 of 10 June 1, 2016 



some changes to the changes they made. Councilor Simmons suggested the Town 
forward the original agreement with a letter to Walmart. Mayor Bassett stated the office 
staff searched for an agreement and though there are newspaper articles and minutes 
regarding Walmart there is no agreement. 
The Mayor contacted the Walmart store manager about the issue. The store manager 
stated he would look into the situation. The store manager called back to ask if the Town 
had any documentation about the original color scheme. Mayor Bassett stated the Town 
has on file the conceptual drawings of earth-tone colors, as well as the architectural 
drawings. The Mayor stated the Town's position is that the architectural renderings are 
what the Town agreed to including the colors and the way they were set out. The Town 
considers those drawings to be a binding document. The store manager said he would get 
in touch with his corporate office and get back to the Mayor. The Mayor has not yet 
heard back from the Walmart store manager. Councilor Ring stated he would like to have 
a letter sent to Walmart letting them know our citizens care about the appearance of the 
store. Mayor Bassett interjected that a lot of people have complimented Edgewood on the 
appearance of the store. Councilor Simmons added she would like the letter to include a 
thank you to Walmart for relocating to Edgewood. 

B. Letter to local Walmart 

Councilor Ring suggested sending a letter to the local Walmart in reference to the litter 
surrounding the business, primarily on the east side but also including fences to the south 
and north. The Town of Edgewood would request Walmart keep the area clean and free 
of blowing debris. Councilor Ring suggested if Walmart could not do it, perhaps they 
could make a donation to the Boy Scouts and have them assist in cleaning the area. 

C. Height Limitation in Zoning Ordinance 

Councilor Ring would like to call for a Public Hearing on an amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance to bring back the maximum height to what it was before it was changed. At 
the same time, Councilor Simmons would like a review of the process for waiver of 
variance. The Mayor noted there are several items in the Zoning Ordinance that need 
attention, including: RS-Residential Mixed Use carries no District Standards, R3-
Residential Institutional has no height on it, and another is performance-based setbacks. 
Mayor Bassett asked Councilor Ring if he wanted to fix just the height limitation, 
because there are several changes that need to be made. The Mayor then asked Councilor 
Ring if he had any idea what he would want to change the Height Limitation to. 
Councilor Ring suggested either 36 or 38 feet. The Mayor responded the zone districts 
were uniformly 36 feet on height before. Councilor Simmons asked if it would restrict the 
pitch. Councilor Abrams stated yes, it would allow for an 8-foot ceiling on the first floor 
and an 8-foot ceiling on the second floor and a 4/12 pitch, which he says is not 
reasonable. He suggested deciding what was desired architecturally and if 36 feet fits, 
that's great, but if a 6/12 pitch is desired to shed snow, 36 feet might be a couple ticks 
shy. Councilor Simmons stated some lots have slopes and for the future, the elevations on 
the lot itself should be considered. It was suggested that the definition of height in the 
Zoning Ordinance be reviewed and edited as necessary. Mayor Bassett's suggestion was 
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to have P&Z work on District Standards and send something back to the Council. He 
asked if several changes could be made and have those changes sent through Planning 
and Zoning. 

D. Councilor Abrams stated there was a lot of work underway on Horton Road, it is 
looking good and he likes what is going on with the trail. 

5. MATTERS FROM THE MUNICIPAL JUDGE. 
A. Alternate Judge Vacancy 

Judge White stated his report would be prepared in a couple of days and the Court Clerk 
would put it in the Councilors' boxes. The Judge will not be in attendance at the next 
Council meeting. Judge White announced the need to advertise for another Alternate 
Judge, as Judge Smith is moving out of town due to health reasons and will submit a 
letter of resignation at that time. It is a requirement that the Alternate Judge live in the 
Town. Judge White reminded the Governing Body they have a key role in selecting the 
candidates for Alternate Judge. The Governing Body will send Judge White a list of the 
top five applicants and Judge White will select the successful candidate. Councilor Ring 
asked if Judge White would have any objection to the Town sending Judge Smith a letter 
of appreciation. Judge White thought that would be a wonderful idea. 

6. WILDLIFE WEST PRESENTATION — Mr. Roger Alink 

Mr. Roger Alink stated Wildlife West is the only zoo in the world built all by youth. He 
distributed a list of the zoo's assets and noted Wildlife West is a nonprofit. The zoo 
encompasses a total of 122 acres, including 80 acres of open space. There is a Sk trail. 
There are paved areas, a dry camp ground, native plants and animals. There is a garden of 
organically grown vegetables tended by the youth. Wildlife West recently adopted two 
eight-month old mountain lion cubs that were named True and Zia. NM True is 
considering a national promotion on Edgewood and Wildlife West and placing a webcam 
in the cubs' enclosure. This year will be the 15th year Wildlife West will be producing 
and hosting the Edgewood Music and Arts Festival at the Park. The event has been 
extended to 4 days this year, from July 28 — 31. The 42°d Annual Bluegrass and Old Time 
Music Festival will be held for the first time at Wildlife West on August 27th. The park 
also has an old pinto bean museum and windmill, preserving some of the local history. 
Wildlife West has had over 500 young people participate in the Youth Conservation 
Corps and is an important resource for the youth in this community. Santa Fe County is 
helping the park with their Day Camp which starts next week. 
Councilor Simmons inquired whether Santa Fe County had given Wildlife West the right 
to manage the pond. Mr. Alink stated it was U.S. Fish and Wildlife that granted approval. 
Councilor Abraham announced she recently received a list of eleven great things to do as 
day trips out of Albuquerque and a visit to Wildlife West was number nine. 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS OF GENERAL MATTERS. Limit to 2 minutes per person. 

Moriarty-Edgewood School District Superintendent, Tom Sullivan, announced 
Wednesday, May 25th was the last day of the school year. He stated the District budget 
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was flat this year, which was good and they will be running an $18M operational budget 
for the coming year. 180 students graduated in May 2016. Mr. Sullivan announced the 
resignation of the Moriarty High School Principal, due to a relocation to Texas. Mr. Rob 
Adams was selected to fill the vacancy, becoming the first Moriarty graduate to serve as 
Moriarty High School Principal. Mr. Sullivan closed by saying the District will continue 
working on the grounds and facilities throughout the summer. 

Mr. Leon Richter stated he and his wife reside on the west side of Bassett Quarry. This is 
also where they have their business, Windmill Water. He is lodging a complaint because 
the pit operates outside the hours of operation of lam — Spm, posted on the Town of 
Edgewood's website. He stated this is a public nuisance. Mr. Richter also stated there is 
a lot of dust, which keeps him from opening his plant doors. Mr. Richter voiced concern 
about the Mountain States trucks hooked up to hydrants and using the water. He inquired 
whether this use was being monitored and paid for. Councilor Simmons asked Mr. Torres 
if the Town has a contract with Mountain States. Mr. Torres stated yes, the contract is for 
construction on Horton Road, and the water being used is from the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant. It is the effluent water that our road trucks put on the roads when they 
grade them. He stated Mountain States is not paying for the water, because the Town is 
not currently charging contractors for using the effluent water; however, it is something 
the Town is considering. Mr. Richter stated more than once he has seen the truck hook up 
to the hydrant and go to the Quarry. Mr. Torres asked for the location of the hydrant in 
question. Mr. Richter stated it was the hydrant just south of the main intersection by 
Walgreen's. Mr. Torres explained there are two purple fire hydrants in the Town and 
those are for the effluent water. Mr. Richter stated in times past, Santa Fe County claimed 
a lack of manpower to address the situation. Mr. Richter commented he is looking 
forward to being annexed because he can then come to a Town meeting and be part of the 
discussion. Mayor Bassett noted there had been an appeal filed to the annexation and the 
attorney would be at the next Council Meeting on June 15 with more information. 

Ms. Janelle Turner expressed her thanks to Councilor Ring for following through on the 
height limitation matter. She stated the 36-foot height limit was set in place by Santa Fe 
County Fire Department at a time when there were equipment limitations. She added for 
purposes of the Comprehensive Plan we should have height limitations but we also need 
and do have a very good variance procedure in place for special cases. She stated tall 
buildings in Edgewood should be the exception rather than the rule. She is pleased 
someone is noticing what is going on with Walmart and asked that when the letter to 
Walmart is written it references what is going on with the lighting inside the store. She 
stated this town is largely a commuter town but the reason many people have chosen to 
live in Edgewood is because they come from a rural background. A problem Edgewood 
has had from the beginning is that a certain influential part of the community wants easy 
building standards. She added there are some basic standards needed to keep things safe 
and attractive. She stated the zoning ordinance is what puts feet on the Comprehensive 
Plan. She is glad to see the Subdivision Ordinance on the agenda for discussion tonight. 
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8. CALL FOR PUBLIC HEARING. 

A. Request for a zone change from SU- Special Use zoning to RE- Residential Estate for 
the property located at: 17 Hill Ranch Road, Lands of Howard and Dona Hill Trust, SE 1/4
of Section 4, T10N, R7E, NMPM, Town of Edgewood, Santa Fe County, NM. 

Ms. Bonnie Pettee introduced the Call for Public Hearing of 17 Hill Ranch Road. She 
would like to schedule this hearing for July 6, 2016, if agreeable with the Governing 
Body. Mayor Bassett asked if that would give time for notice. Ms. Pettee stated yes, that 
would give 30 days to post notice and get letters out. Councilor Abraham was the only 
Councilor noting a conflict, stating she would be unavailable on July 6. 

MOTION: Councilor Simmons made a motion to set the Call for Public Hearing for a 
zone change from SU- Special Use zoning to RE- Residential Estate for 
the property located at: 17 Hill Ranch Road on July 6, 2016. 
Councilor Ring seconded the motion. 

VOTE: All Councilors voted aye. The motion carried. 

9. PUBLIC HEARING. 
Quasi-Judicial Procedure: Certification that Public Notice of this Meeting has been 
posted as required: Ms. Bonnie Pettee certified Public Notice of this Meeting was 
posted as required. 

This case is being heard under provisions required by the New Mexico Court of 
Appeals intended to protect the rights of all parties and their witnesses and the 
swearing in of all parties giving testimony. The affected parties will have the right 
to cross-examine persons giving testimony. 

Confirmation of no conflict of interest or ex-parte communication. 

Councilor Ring stated he had no ex-parte communication or conflict of interest. 
Councilor Simmons stated she had no ex-parte communication or conflict of interest. 
Councilor Abraham stated she had no conflict of interest or ex-parte communication. 
Councilor Abrams stated he had no ex-parte communication or conflict of interest. 
Mayor Bassett affirmed he had no conflict of interest or ex-parte contact in this matter. 

A. Adoption of proposed Ordinance No. 2016-02 granting the approval of a zone change 
from R-1 Residential to MU Mixed Use zoning for the property located at: 92A Church 
Street — Tract A - .95 acres, 92C Church Street — Tract D .86 acres and 88 Church Street —
Tract B - .95 acres of the Lands of Gervais &Patricia Williams, Section 27 Tl ON R7E 
NMPM, Santa Fe County, Edgewood, NM. 

Ms. Bonnie Pettee was sworn in to give testimony in this matter. She stated the Council 
approved the zone change from Residential to Mixed Use zoning for the property on 
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Church Street at the last meeting. This is the follow-up to that action so the zoning map 
can be changed. 

MOTION: Councilor Ring made a motion to approve a zone change on the zone map 
from R-1 Residential to MU Mixed Use zoning for the property located at: 
92A Church Street — Tract A - .95 acres, 92C Church Street — Tract D .86 
acres and 88 Church Street —Tract B - .95 acres of the Lands of Gervais & 
Patricia Williams, Section 27 Tl ON R7E NMPM, Santa Fe County, 
Edgewood, NM. 
Councilor Simmons seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Councilor Abrams voted aye. Councilor Abraham voted aye. Councilor 
Simmons voted aye. Councilor Ring voted aye. The motion carried. 

10. MINOR SUBDIVISION DISCUSSION — Ms. Bonnie Pettee 

Ms. Pettee brought this topic forward to Council for interpretation, after a few recent 
discussions at the Planning &Zoning Commission meetings regarding minor 
subdivisions. Ms. Pettee referred to a handout she provided Councilors that included the 
definition of minor subdivision from the Zoning Ordinance. She stated there is confusion 
regarding the phrase, "has no infrastructure needs" and asked, if there are no plans for 
development, how would one know what infrastructure is required. Ms. Pettee asked 
Council what their intent was when they developed the Minor Subdivision requirements. 
After a brief discussion, Councilor Abrams stated all the requirements that define a minor 
subdivision must be met; if all three are not met, then it goes to the regular Subdivision 
rules. It is kind of a litmus test. If the infrastructure is not there, then it does not apply to a 
Minor Subdivision. He added there may be very few applications of this. 
Mayor Bassett stated that all changes to the plat need to be done at the time of 
subdivision. The developer cannot be asked for changes to the plat at the development 
stage. 
Mr. Torres asked Council if the definition of a minor subdivision could be sent back to 
Planning and Zoning for evaluation, just like the height requirement and have Planning 
and Zoning make proposed changes and clarifications to the Ordinance so it is easier for 
staff to interpret. Planning and Zoning could then bring proposed recommendations back 
to Council for approval. The Council agreed this would be acceptable. 

11. MATTERS FROM THE CLERK/TREASURER. 

Mr. Torres referred to an email he received from the New Mexico Finance Authority in 
response to questions he asked of them in reference to a loan identified as Edgewood 5. 
This loan was taken out for the purchase of property and construction of Town facilities. 
Mr. Torres asked if the Town could change the scope to include remodeling. The New 
Mexico Finance Authority's legal counsel stated this was not a feasible re-scope and the 
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Town needs to work with the originally stated and amended loan agreement. There had 
been some discussion of the possibility of leasing and remodeling some property. These 
funds would not be available for that purpose. 

Mayor Bassett announced Mr. Torres signed the agreement with the Route 66 Arts 
Alliance for the Fourth of July Festival. Mr. Torres confirmed the Steve Williams 
Memorial Park is reserved for this event. 

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS and/or CALENDAR REVIEW. 
A. Regular Council Meeting —June 15, 2016 @ 6:30 P.M. 
B. Regular Council Meeting —July 6, 2016 @ 6:30 P.M. 
C. Budget Workshop Meeting —July 16, 2016 @ 10:00 A.M. 

NOTE: The Town Hall Offices will be closed on Monday, July 4, 2016 in 
observance of Independence Day. 

13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS. 
A. ICIP Hearings 

Mayor Bassett stated a Public Hearing needs to be called for the ICIP (Infrastructure 
Capital Improvement Plan) Hearings which will be continued over several meetings. The 
schedule of ICIP Hearings will be July 6, July 20, and August 3, during the regular 
Council meetings on those dates. A vote will occur on August 17, 2016 and submission 
of the Plan to the New Mexico Department of Finance and Administration (NMDFA) is 
due by September 1St 

B. Proposed Resolution for Equestrian Rest Stop 

Mayor Bassett stated the two proposed resolutions on this evening's agenda, put forth by 
Mr. Roger Holden, are for Council's review tonight and for decision at the next Council 
meeting. There will be a little bit of work required on the kiosk at the rest stop, but it 
would essentially turn this site into an overnight rest stop for people with horses and 
trailers. Mr. Torres stated the estimated cost to set up the pay station would be 
approximately $4,000. It would be a self-pay station on the honor system, with a bulletin 
board such as those used at Forest Service sites. Councilor Abrams stated the Town 
would be the caretaker and Santa Fe County the proprietor of the property, so County 
input should be sought. Councilor Ring stated Mr. Holden has spoken to Santa Fe County 
and this Resolution is needed to gain the support of the County for what we want to do. 
Councilor Abraham asked who would receive the funds collected. Mr. Torres stated the 
funds collected at the overnight site would go to the Town of Edgewood, since the Town 
would manage the site. The gross receipts tax (GRT) would be distributed based upon a 
percentage between Santa Fe County and the Town. 
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C. Proposed Resolution for BLM Lease 

Mayor Bassett stated Mr. Holden has identified 80 acres of BLM land on the southwest 
corner of 32; 40 acres in Section 6 and 40 acres in Section 5, that the Town might be 
interested in leasing. It would provide access to Area 32 from County Rd. 2. Mr. Torres 
stated this would beano cost lease. He went on to explain at first it would be a lease, but 
there is a possibility in the future that BLM might consider selling the land to the Town 
for ten dollars per acre. 
The Governing Body agreed to place the two proposed resolutions on the next Council 
Meeting Agenda for consideration. 

D. Infill Annexation Update 

Mayor Bassett stated there would be a closed session at the next Council Meeting for 
Attorney Bob White to update the Governing Body on the appeal to the Infill 
Annexation. During the closed session, the Governing Body will also hear about a 
lawsuit filed against the Town. 

14 ADJOURN. 

MOTION: Councilor Simmons made a motion to adjourn the meeting of June 1, 
2016. Councilor Abraham seconded the motion. 

VOTE: All Councilors voted aye. The motion carried. 

Mayor Bassett adjourned the meeting of June 1, 2016 at 8:33 p.m. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 15th day of JUNE, 2016 

ATTEST: 

--

Juan T~fes, Clerk/Treasurer 

John Bassett, Mayor 
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